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ABSTRACT 

' , ... This guide outlines a plan of action for developing 

and .administering vocational agricultural programs at the state' 
level. DiscussedUin the individual sections of the guide are the ' 
following topics: the rationale for agricultural education programs 
J m the classroom; guidelines' for action (creating a coalition and 
task force, identifying needs and. increasing awareness, and planning 
for afction) ; an action letter' to solicit Coinmunity support for 
vocational agricultural pirograms; levels and steps in planning 
vbcatronal agricultural programs; concepts to be addressed in 
vocational agricultural programs; suggested approaches for 
integrating. generalizations about agriculture into existing 
elementary and secondary curricula; materials development; teacher 
training; resources available to vocational agriculture teachers and 
students; suggeistions for state-level administrators to follow when 
working with schools; and hrighlights of American, agriculture. (MN) 
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Introduction 



Agriculture is important to all^bf us. It is directly important 
b/jproviding us with our. £oqd, clot^i^iiig/. and sh Indirect- 
ly, it makes a major cdntributioh* ttj^^the ec<in'9jriy- o£ our nation 
and to . international trade. How^ev^x, the; ^^^^^^ importance 
o£ agriculture is rarely understood; by the^ ^^^^^ 'including 
students: and their teachers; ^ \ 

People yin agriculture want to inform educators and students about 
the nature and' problenis of agriculture/i At the same time, many 
school administrators 'need to* build support for- their programs 
in the facfe of declining enrollments an^'^sh?^^^ • 
discussion of agriculture * s needs, oh one hand, and the problems 
,of the education community, on the others might well lead to 
cooperative. efforts beneficial to both groups. 



A 



rests 



with 



Since the constitutional responsibility for education 
the .States^ it is reasonable to initiate • acfidn at the state • 
level Furthermore, efforts that originate within the local 
community are, likely to reisult in co.operation and better working 
relations between the people in ^agriculture and educators. 

Whichever is your mala interest, ,you pan in^itiate the steps to 
.increase communic^^ti on between agriculture and the education 
communities.. 



{ 



Agriculture is the foundation o£"h\iman life.; ^^^'^^^ . 

How /food and'; fiber, are produc ed and d is tribute d ^as^af f ected; the 
development of' mankind for thousands. of years.. Because a^ 
culture is so -closely related to .the way we, .live, anMinder 
standing bf how it works can J:e readily incorporated jnto an 
^lnlers?lndin^ of . all subjects studied iii^our .educatipiial syste^^^ . 

fo^ one out of every, five Sorkers in our labor force, In our , 
*5n^Tn??v the 2 Derceht of the population who, are farmers -feed. . 
t^"oS;r Si-pe?clnf of the po^iatfbn " as well- as. .many m^lionS: | 
o£ people around the world. . , , . -j - ; ' 

Public policy issues exist i££sct this^iybfi^sji J^^^i; 

S"cb) Do" ia^"noS|n!ean^iter7 Cc) . Is current sci^- 
tlflc research adequate -for the growing worldwide demand for » , 
fiodl Cir^at rKpoASibility does the United States haVe tog 

feed the world? - . 

National system, before graduation from, high school. 
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* Guidelines for Action 



I. 




culture to 'initiate a/Jhfeti-ng w the State Commissioner p£ " 
'Eduqation. At the m/eting ask, the education pleaders -to ex'-' 
" plain.. what' is^currently be^jig taught about agriculture (other 
than votpatiojial agriculture), .in the curriculum. Ask for 
ideas '^about how agricultural representatives could be used as 
resource people by schoois 'and teachers. - 

Identify/ a nuclelis of key people fifom education and agribul- 
^ ^ • ture and* bxing them together to discus S the current status 

These key people, ma^ include ' 
leaders .of state b.oards ol education arid, agriculture, top • ' 
I administrators of state agencies for 'agriculture and edu- 
cation, and officers in agricultural organizations^ and > , 
teacher groups., ike Land-Grant University -should aJ.so be ; 
represented,. The first meeting ccjuld be a. luncheon or -dinner 
for an informa;! discussion. v t^hatever • the format of the first 

• meeting, it should 'result in.-the identification of needs 
be met rSnd steps to be taken. ' ^ . ' . y ^ 

fc ' ^- r * * ' ' . ' ' ■ * ' • ' 

Once esta.blishfe<^*the primary goal .of the Task Force will ^be- 
-t^ encourage more effective teaching about agriculture and to 
assis^f the educational system." in 'this 'effort. \ . 

II . Identify Needs "an? Increase Awareness / 

~ — — : ^ '■ '■ — - ' ' . ' ' ' ^ 

Specific s.teps should be: - * ^ . • . 

to id(?ntify the reasons for the' state and local educatidn ' 
system- to teach about agriculture. 

• to draft a position paper describing the value of communi- 
cation and cooperation between *the agricultural and. 
educational communities. . - ' " 

t to propose a plan for meeting the needs. , ^ 

.After having met and drafted a plan of action, publi-tfTze 
• the group/s work. ' Publicity will help generate^more involve- 
ment in the program and will get people started discussing^ 
the plan and working on some aspect 'of it. 
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TIT: - Plan for ^Action . . 

• The Task Force should then-- V 
/ ' develop" a consensus and definitions. . . " 

; • identify -actioh -steps . ' 
, • - implement a.ction, steps . 

*» ■ ./ ■■ , »- ** 

■ ^ . . ' - - . ^ t ■ 

. ^ evaluate.' , * 

reviefw' ^ndi i-evise. • ; ' ^ " ■• 

- There Vii a zreat need in- mo st>. communities for-increasef - 
: - ■ ■ Sd^sSnlinl Of the significance of a^grlcul.^^^^^ I.t is^ : 
- .. -important 'that young Peopl^c.uAderstand^e^cctoplex iss^ 
facin<T farmers ^s ♦they produce food and Jiber for them- 
selves and for. the- rest of the nation. The potential for 
's?ien|theninroS.'^ through increased cooperation 

-bet^efn agrilultur^l .and educational interests should be 
obvious. As a result of this program, it may actually De 
. come so . . ' 
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Action Letter' 



Sample/ letter^ for use witjivcoramu.liity Idaders and groups inter- 
ested in the develdpinent', maintenance., or improvement of local 
education programs. It should be modifired according to the ^ 
interests.^of the group receiving the letter: and the • background ^. 
of the person signing the letter. 
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Dear 



J wduld like to Invite you*^ to attend a meeting on "agrioilture in the 
classroom. 'V / , 

» ■ . . ♦ ■ '. ^ ' 

Agriculture is a major part of the national veconomy. Directly or in- 
direcftlyj it provides employment for more people than any other, ' 
single industry in the ..nation. 

■ • . . i'. • » • . ' 

Agriculture is a major purchaser 'of fuel, trucks/ tires, chanicals, 
powefr, and a long list of industrial goods and, services. Agri- 
culture is also a 1 dating innpvato'F in technology ^dd %s in the van- 
guard in many areas * of sci^tific.development* \ , ' . ^ 

Young people need to understand where their -food comes- from and hew 
agriculture affects the tofal economic systejft jja' which they live. 
Such an understanding is * essential. i£ th^y;jare ^td dieal effectively 
with agriajitural policies and issues ^irf the^^years tq^cbme. 

For this reason we would like to encourage educators, agricultural- 
ists, and other interested' groups to work together in developing. a 
coordinated", statewide effort to put agriculture back in' the Class- 
room, hy tiiis rwe mean discussing modem agriculture and the prob- 
lemis anji issues it faces. We mean -creating an undef standing of 
the »iii5)Qitance of agriculture to the life of the nation and of 

' (state name) ^ agriculture .**s relation to the rest of 

the world. We are not interested in promoting specific "commodities * 
or furtherihg any political point of view. ^ 

. IijL making this ..^suggestion, we fully understand' the pressures 
teadiers and scHool leaders are under to si^jport a variety of 
community , goals. We also appreciate the renewed enqjhasis on 
basic educational achievements. We are convinced, however, that 
creating a greater awareness of the significance of agriculture 

■ can help support the fundamental purposes of curricula at almost 
every grade level. It is i3i?)ortant that we develop our plans at 
the state and local levels,;, since, local schools- are led by deci- 
sions made at. the state level; 
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PLAN FOR ACTJON A T THE STA TS LEVEf. v ' ■ ^ . . ' ; ^ . ;'' ," ^ 

' ■ ,' „. ' . ActionLetter 



,1 hope you wiH agree that this cotad be a useful project for all of 
us and look forward to seeing you on • Cfill in -time and plage, etc.) 

SincefT^ly, • . , ' , • ' ,;. , ' \ / : ■ . , . :. ■.' . 



TJiese items could also be "considered i^i tine letterr. . 
' •" 1". / IVhy education about agrittiltT^i^e^'f- • • ^ . v .. > . - » 
''2 1 What .is happeniiig, around the country aiid, * in the state? 

The^e.istems could be considered in. the letter or they might be 
held .for' the first meeting: — r- " . ' ' " • . ■ ■ 

,- Iv " Are materials and reso'urces. rpn agriculture a,va3,Iable? 
• ' 2. 5 What Is being' done in the'' state , now? ; . ; . . 

3. How can we vfork' trogether-? ' ' •• • . •. ; ' ° :, 



\)' ■ ■ ■■ " 
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\ Agricultiire in the Gaissroom: Krom Idea to Action 



Innovator decides 
"Something shpuld be done.' 
A meeting is called. 



Ag Headers: " 
^ PafTtiers * 
• Farm Groups 

I ' Agribusiness 
^ Dept. of Ag 



Educatqr tSaders: ' " 
State Supt. 

' Local Admin. 
Classroom Teachers 
Higher Education 
Cooperative Extension 
School Boards 
P.T.A. - . 



'curriculum committee 

(Examination) 
-List Goals 
' ^ Establish Needs 
. Examine Curnculum 

Spc« Survey • 
E^aliKfte Texts/ Materials 
lncfudpK-12 . 
iviake recommendations 
to Task Force 



V" Evaluate 
\ Lists errors, 

\ misconcapts 



Meeting is held 

and a 
' Task Force |S 
Established 



Task Force • ■ 
Inventories Resources 
Determines Needs 
Committees are Formed 



MATERIAL COMMITTEE 
(Selection) 
List Goals 
Examine Materials 
Use Clearinghouse 
' Consider Grade Level 
Time, needs, fit , 

curricufum 
Develop guide or 
' < outline 



Report to Task 
Force 



v 



T 



Task Force 
meets again to 
establish State Plan 
for action 



DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM 
\ (Distributes) , 
#1-Route... 
- Classroom Tedchers,, 
" (Jrash Course in Ag 
Workshops 
Credit Courses - 
Seminars 

Mini-te^ts / 
; State/ Regional v 
meetings 



Retired Teacher^ 
Program (RSVP) 
#2-Route . . 
Ag Innovators 



\ 
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Concepts 



Teaching about agriculture means bringing more ; information a^d 
ideas about agriculture, into a wide variWy of thiiigs ' that ^are- • 
already being taught in the. schools^ These iDroad concept areas : 
'Will help educatcfrs^ and farm people s^e how to fit agriculture • 
into the curriculum and add^ to the- studenli\^]s iinderstandin of,.' ' 
history and the world todayV"" . , \ • \ * 

1. Agriculture and history )^ Agriculture i^sues^ o^ ev as ' . 
major ^-intluences in human his tofy , f rom'^ making '^oss ibie . the " 

Vfirst ^settled societiesf/ to current world food issues. \. 

2. The geography of agriculture . 1/hat grows ^ere and, wh/. - 



3 . 



5. 

6. 
7. 



Ag r ic ul t ur e and - 1 ec hno 1 o gV . , How technology and sjJeciali-' \ - 
zatidn -have changed .American agriculture iirv^he-ias-t7iO;0"— ; 
years . . ' " / -.A-.. ■ ' ■ ' J- . 



The econgmics of agriculture .' How the agriculture sector 
works and the relationship of U.S>. agriculture to tHe rest 
of the economy. Effects of : supply and demand;^ how prices 
are set, changing interactions of the factors^ pf production, 
farming as a bus.ihess.,-v agribusiness. \^ 

' Agriculture and the world' i World foo.d productiii^h and distri- 
bution and- *its relations hip to ^American agrtcmlt^kre;:.'-- - - 

Careers . Careers now and in the future . 

Ma.jor policy issues . " Land use , .'conservation, chemicals , 
' -^government mteractioji with agriculture, world, foo,d sup/plies 
for the future,. other issues. •- '\ 



V 
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/Gener.aXiza.tioiiS. .a an idea" or issue -that 

tfekcliers can' focus learning ^activities ^^-pund. Here are six Y'^:. 
niaj"br'; general izat ions about agrictiltu.r.e £ollowed._ by. suggest^^ 
for .how;tXe^ige^ be ihtegxatfed into the qj^irricu- 

1. . The agriculture sector pilars an-.importantvrole ;in -the • 

' nation's economy. The agricurture industry is the nationfsV. 

largest jingle industry encompassiim^a vast afray of -sub- ; , . 

industries^ employment bpportutt^ and wholesale ' - 

. products affd investment dbllars. . . .{ , ^ ' .; ' : • 

■ ^ y , ' \ ■'■:''■'■'<' ■ .' ;^ ..V- ■ ■ 
. To.pic In.tegra'>tton ,>;■■;..'■ ■.; , : V 

'■■ E lament ary . A v', V i. v. — . . ■ ■ ; 

_ . ^ . careets in a,gricul.tur> • production, agribusine^ss and. food ' 
• distribution- . ' ■; ; ' \ ■.' , ■ 

• hiovr agriculture suppliers.. •our basic needs . • , ^ 

■ ■ ■ ■ ^'■■/t ^ ' ■ ^ ' \: ■ ■ ■■- ' ■ ^o-.:-: ' 

Social -Studies .'^ . Business .Education. 

• investment -and productivity ]. v,« agribusiness , careers • . . 
:. t • agriculture a^dlthe GNP- A' • , entrepreneu^ship te^ative 

\ - ; ,■ -,tO' farming ' ' . ■ 

. . " ; V- ^' • food distribution care^.e'i^s . 

' ■ * ;■ !■""'■' .. ' •marketing careers 

•■ • . . '■■ ,. ..V ■ •■■ -■ ■' , • .• " 

Con sumer Education , History , -* - _ 

•' Changes m the s'tructure - •s-thfe i^ndus trial revolution 

of. the food market , and agriculture ■. ' . ... 

• careers in, the- food market " , > 

. ^ . ■ ■ ' . ' ' - . ... 0 ■ ■ ■■ ' ■ 

2. Farming as a business has changed over the las t- 100 years . • 
Economic, social arid .technological factors have influenced 

" changes in size- of farms ,, number of individuals, farming, 
rural -to urbaii mfgfation, and other business aspects of 
farming.. . ' , 

Topi.C Integration . . • 'I ' . .■ , . ■...■^Y-: :\ 

" Elementary . .■ :^ '^-^■'^'■'^■■'■c''.'' ^ 

- • science iii;w.'a;gi:^i'cyit^ ' ■ . 

■ ,. , •..•.kichiiles;^! ■ . : ; > . ' * 
';• comparisori of urban and, rura^i life , ^ 
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Generalizations 



^ Sb.cial Situdies ' . 
, A effect -.ot.; agT icul tur e 
•: ' " techno lo gy on -s oci e ty ; 
••• Tfural-urb'an' migration 
X . lib o r, CO St? ^ 
-i.T-sj! eci^irzartrio n ' , 



. G oiisumer Educ a t ion • • ' 
• .agricultural population 
>ch.anjg^e s .in farm- owndrsh ip 
cpmodlty'^i^^^ 



Bu s ine s s , .E due a t i on: , ^ i- , i ' 

• tli'e changing agricuitu^re' 

■busines's. ' ' L^. ' -:: ' ^'-:---r: 

• sole proprietorship " ' / • 

partnership - ■ '.V V • - ' ' 
-•-corporate— farms— Ocong4om=!^-- 

erate and family coi'pora- 
r tionsj ^ / ■ : 

• coomodity- market^ • 

History ■ ^ ■ 

• history "of- agricultutet,. " ; 

, 'te^inology ^ , ■ - 

• cultural heiitage..,o£ AST-i-t* 
culture ■ . , ' " - . " % 



ThV iaw -^^ ;involve'd' in both farm input 

• and farm output . .. " Many factors (such as retail priceS:,- -. - -^ 
•interest, rates-, cost of -labbr, ava,ilajDility of capital ,. 
/weather iandrOtfi f actors) affept both supply- ' 

aild 4eman<i^^^^^'£^ . — 

Topic Integration" ■ ' ■ ; , ■ . vk;-''' '■3' 1_0 ' 'il'^ 

Eiementary . "•■ ' ' z;:^ .' v- ' ' • . • ■ ^'^ 

• ,ciimate, terraiii and" locatiptt^ of. agriculture -production / 
/:#.'^;onseTvatlon^ m^ • ' , ' ''''^ : .:. , „ ■ / .•■ ' .. ■. ■ 

g'. how food' :is ' produced;; ., " ' v ; 

. how f oo'd^ris- proce^sse'd - , .'^ ' ' V 



' SoCiaX ^Studies - .'^ ' ■ • • \' ' /-^^r ■■■■ . 
•/relationship 0 f . land , ; 1 afadr , 
water 'eriers^.vand capi tal ' 
y-- •: transportation: ■requiTemehts 



Business Education- 

• prodjictive- resource?" in 
. . agriculture • ' 

• STl^ply arid demand 
•\ busiri'ess management 



jdbtisumer Education.- ^ ' - ' 
• food. pTOduction . ' - 
if AO d^ cos ts and pricing 
, «.v supply and: demand ' 



fii story ~- ' - .t- - . . 
• history pf ^.food' prices - 
•. land use in U.S. .history ^ 
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4:. - the income- of a farmer Xs affected both the .nominal .price, 
, "levels for products produced as well as. the relative -prifees 
of competing, products, and the goods and servic?s-uSed in • . . ■ 
- • the : '^pfo 4uc t io'rf of. crops or livestock. ' ■ y . ■ .. ; 
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Generali2atiQns^ 



• thfe ptipjtilatipn- and:^.f^pd requirements 
>> ^oiif^'a0±z]ilt\j^e ,^ailli^ies basic needs 



3 b c ia L^S tiidi ^s^ 



price '.meeltani'snL ;^ - : 
. iiicome^ ■ ?ist s^tr i1>titiori ^ i ' . 
f agrictil^ture ; v;;^.^ ; ' : ! ^. 

Consuirier Edticaliibn - ; 
• - price leve.lv.i2hanges 
• : consumer pri^ej .indejc \ 



Bus i n e s s E due a t i oh . ; 
-•--fa-rming--a:s^-^usi^es^-s 



V^p^r^ in agriculture! - 
• •^jEarketing in a-gt d^ ltute 
.distribution in ^;^^i culture 

\ pif s-jtory ' . ' ; - ' , ' . 
: r^^; the, f armer in U .SV history " 



Th^;* p^^ agriculture' play 

in^ 'the: phy^^ nation ;and the. 

■world"./ / y-'-. ■ r ^ ■ . '^"^ ' • 



Elementary ; " V .-^v . ^ . 

' • world popTila'tiqn. and food Yequiremervts 

agriculture and world trade - ' f:/. 



Social Studies j . ^ 

• agriculture exports,^;-. 

• eI^bargos V tariffs ' 

• - interiiatipnal ecohamics 

world politics 

• 'balance^ of trade . - \ 

.^^ "^ecdtiomic interdependence 

Gonsumer^'^Education 
• • • agrjLculturd and 
world tra4e ' \ 
^# -food -policies r > 



Business . Education -^ 

• international tra de 

• balance of trade. 



Histo'ry j . . , 

• agriculture . and food; 
polj-cies of . na'tions ' 



6. Governmeijt actions' and policies greatly influence various- 

' idspett's 'df/'the agriculture sector . *_KnowLedge about agri- . 
V s culture ;issuesvenab.le'S ^ci« to/-participaie intelligently 

in' the' adoption- of -pub lie policy. ; 
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Generalizations *: 



Topic Integratid^n 



Elementary ' ' ' / . 

• conservation method's- /Iri^ agriculture "~ 

• ecol ogy and agricultifeeV . . ' ' 

• agrich-emicals . ■ 



—■ Social Studied - " 

• land use - 

•, intematxpnar economics 

• productivity of land 

• sub,sidi*es/ 

J • welfare programs. ; 

' • ' , ' ^ . . . * * 

Consumer Education _ , , 
> ; : env iTQ nmen t al - i s suie s " . : 
W use of phemicals in • 

agriculture 
•"^ fbod regulatians^ /• ' ^ ^ 

• gdvernmen^ iiiterventiori. 
-and consumer protection 



'■ Business Education 
• t?usiness— iiaDi-iity- and^ 

social; responsibility^ 
'# governiient.,1fegul^ - " 



Hi-story : : - 

• role^ of government in .;* 
- agriQuiture ' ^ 



. 8 . 
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Guidelines for Materials Deyelopinenf 





" Ilf yoUt state, or^org.afiization; is going, to " develop .schqbl-directed. 
. material , Here is a .-ba^ic -how-to..; The overall principM to 
remember iii^ developing printed audio-visual materialY^is vthi's: 
the nioxe you involve the "potential ^user ' in ^the planning^ writing 
and evaluating of a new :^mater ial , the more successful it \pTobably 
\will.be. ■ ' ■ "'/ ' * " . ■ ' * — ' n--. V : 

— The"~ti5h"^b:a"six~step"S'"^ — 
. successful classroom material^ on agriculture^; 

1. Determine honestly and objectively the purpose of the new. 
material.. Materials produced by a business or commodity 
» ; group can be of three types.: cbhsiimer education materials 
information materijals , or pro^notional materials, CSee 
' ;.def,initions in footnote. 3 To . be suitable for use by schbo 
e .material must be either a consumer education material or 
an .information material . . Be careful not to use education' 
or the educational systeia to openly, or covertly market a 
product (promotion material) under the^ guise of social 
re.sponsibilit)r! ^ v - 

~®2~. — Decide^whaf-mayor'^^^ should 
learn. * 

Decide what means of financing and methods_of distributing 
\ ■ the finished teaching aid you have available- to you. 

•.Can it. be given to teachers free or will you have to 
' charge them for it? ', ^ 

• Are there field people available who can promote or 
distribute the mater4al locally or wvll you need to 
advertise, it' in. .te'acHef magazines?^ ^ 

4. form a committee of educators arid 'meet with tHem to. discuss 
^ their ppinions.. arid ideas oji what y:o^ have decid.ed. in points 
V 1 through 3 abK)ve. - . ' - ' -V ; 

°. • Have more th^an rtwo ori t>he committee and o^ffer committee 
' • y * 'membejrs payment for their -servifces. ' /; ^. , ■■ ' - 

" ■ ' ■■ " • . , 

, ' •. .. • -Ask them whether, your' major ideas fit -into, subject matter 
- ■ which is air ea'dy- taught 'in.. schools, • ' ' 

• Ask - them what age level, they,. -think your proposed new , 
material is best >utted for'. " ;V ■ ■ k ' 
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„■■ ,, . . \ . . . .. ^ •• 
Guidelines for Materials Development 



• Ask them for suggestions as to 'the best format' £or\the 
material Cprinted booklets," activity she.ets, chartsx, 
■ Study prints , f-ilmstrip, ^etc) . . ■ ■ : , \ 



-ST-^rf^n-eces-saryT— revise— t he-dec i 

through^'3 above; based on. the comijittee's recomme^datio 
. (and- your budget); " " .■. 

6.. Write a fi'tst' draft of the teaithing a^E, Send it to the 
. committee and to- \a-' few additional- educators (not on the;, 
coraihitteey arid to one-'^or two people who are ex;perts in. the 
specific topic of the material (if you aren' t yourself) . 

' •' ' • Ask: 'this.-«valuati6n panel- to tell you whether the draft 
'meets the objectives, is accurate, 'and is appropriate to 
f the age of the students for whom it's designed. 

7. Revrrite' the manuscript based on th6 comments, you. receiye^ from 
' your .review panel. - " 

■ . ■ ■ '\ " . ■ 

NOTE: Although steps 1-7 can take a fair amount of time to 
. complete, by following them. you can be. sure that the major 
investment of money which' begins at this point will be well 
spent. These steps can- almost guarantee that teachers will , 
use the material and that students will learn what you want 

• ' them -to learn. - _ v./ 

8. Develot>\art and have the manuscript typeset .(if budget allows 
for profess ibriai art work)'. Develop a few sample copies for- 
use in . ■ student tryout. 

9. ^ Conduct a small scale tryout with.students . (If possible^ .; 

try to'-get-a cross section sampl^. of teachers arid students ■ 
representing the geographic area> you serve and the soci-o-;- 
economic iaix of people in it4 ' < . v 

1-0. Make' revisions,, mass produce, publicize, and distribute. 
C Include an evaluation ckrd for teachers to fill out when 
they use the material. This will give you gqpd ideas ft^r ■ 
revisions if you decide to reprint the material at a later • 
■ date.) • . ^ ■' ■ '•, 

• * ■' ■ • ■■■■ ■ ' • • - ■ . : ■ "... 

_ __ _ • ■■■ rr ' 

Consumer Education Nfeterials are "those which are designed to promote an in- 
PP^^-creased awaren^s5 or behavioural thange in resgurce management, consumer 
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: a - . * Guidelines for Materials Development 

decision inaking,. problem solving and/or ^i^ analysis. ' These materials 
;.-sl«:uld also promote an appreciation for and commitment to involvement in _ 

piilic pol|cy consmer issues which affect the social, economic and .political 
; environinen|: in which consumers function. . • . ^ ' - 

InfoiTO tion Materials are those ;3hidi present a yariety of product or service 
-characteristics to-be.:^onsidered in evaluating, selec;l:ing^ and/or usiiig_goods 
-ot-services^Thei-r-purpose-is-to^present-cIearly-,-and-WithdUt_h^ 

tion consmers caA use in comparison shopping and pre-purcfaase decision 
, 'TnakLig. .. ■ .^ /r . .. - 

Promd tional Nfaterials are those designed^to , induce consumers to purchase 
: specific products and/or services. Tlfes information: is usually developed 
so that the product or service in question is presented as being superior 
to' the competition, although this superioTity my not be substantiate^. 
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Teacher Training 



, ■ . ■ ■ ■ * ■ " ■ • 

I£ tjeachers in your State are going to include .more about agri 
culture in their, classes, they nee^ to understand^ agriculture 
themselves. Th^erefore, teacher . training is a key part of any 



state .action-, plan 



Teacher training is an on-going/part of the teaching profession. 
- It begins during pre-seririce preparation and continues through- 
-out a tea:cher's carefer.* Teachers ' are neyer able xo. consider • 
themselves, finished products because the world of education is 
in a state^ of f lux. . , ' ^ . " 

Jhere is little Aope that new •'sub j ects added to the curricula 
will be -taught successfully if teachers are riot prpyided wi/th ' 
new theoi[*etical background and methodology.: • - ' : . 

Agricultural groups ^ust not only work to get new information -:, 
into the curriculum but must become involved in: programs de% - 
signed to train teachers to teach the new information. . 

' Progr,am.s, designed for training teachers may take a number of , 
.different forms but most frequently * they fall intO' one of the 
'" following categories: ■ ^ . ^ , . • 

'. . ■ . ' ' • - ■ ■ . . ' ■ . 

. 1. Pre-senrif e. training which is usually a'four-year college 
program" leading to a bachelor^ s degree and a teaching. ' 
certificate. " . 

■ .. . " - - ^ . , ^. , ' ' 

/. 2. In-service training which^ may take many forms but -is* . 

, usually designed by a school' system, /a state department 
. ' . . of education; or an individual schod-i to meet a special 
' ^ need. They may be:( \ ' " 

• Curriculum development seminars where teachers are 
paid to develop curriculum while earning .graduate 
college credit. \ - 

: : • College courses designed to give teachers college 
credit while meeting an identified need. 

' •Short seminars that take place during the regular 
school day while subistitutes teach classes. . 

Your state should become; involved in in-service training for 
teacrhers./ A number of agricultural groups might join eacjh other 
. in. sponsoring two- or three-day workshops to provide the 
theoretical- base that teachers need to teach^ Or workshops 
could' focus on preseifi^ing information and' teachingi suggestions 
Pl^9^"0n, the topics most important to. your state. J. ./ • - ^ 
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•■ ' ■ ■ . ' '■ ' ■ ■ ■ ■ ■' ' ■•«■.■,■■,.: 

' ^ Resource Guide 

I - . ' Available September 1982 

: . / ■■ • ' * '. ■ V :• ■ ■ ■■ i ■'. y" - ' • 

. •.Theire are a numbe¥ of •print and audio^visual iinaterials £dr 
. teachers and students on yarious aspects o£ -agx^^^ Some . : 

axe background information fox teachers. Some air'e booklets /X / 
films, or activdties for students at various grade levels ' , 
these mat6rral.S are being developed all over the, country by; fal*m 
and ■ cbiranbdity. groups, and by some educational grbups and com- 
mercia l pu blishers. : / . v, . ^: . ^' . - ' • 

. ' ' . ' '•■?•*■■'<'■■•'. , ' » 

To help, teachers find material.s they can use in the classroom, • 
aijd to help grbups producing ^^a,terials^know wha1^' is . avails 
elsewhere.^ USDA has put together - an '^Agrj-culture in ' the Class - 
. room" Resourc^e Guide .. >Over .200 organizations and publishers 
were contacted in ^ searching out materials- fot the Resource . ' 
Guide-. ■ ' • ■ 

The Guide describes, leach piece of maferi-al, indicates the. con-' 
cepts' taught, and gives information on price and ordefing*. The " 
/<Guide also has a special^ sectioij listing' other resource gujdes ^ 

to educati<^al materials' about, agriculture ; V / 

* > . * .* ' . ■ *■ ■ ■ ^ ' ■' " •' . • 

^ The -VyA;griculture in the Classroom" Re'source Guide li^ts andQde- 
scribes materials which are primarily about agriculture and^ . ^ 
related issue^. Materials wnich are largely concerned with 
nutritio'ii, -food pr^pkjat.ipn Crecipes), promiotional information, 
or buying adyice- on food and fiber are not included because many 

^ o^ther resource guides already list such materials. • 



of your ''Agriculture in the Classroom'' Resource Guide write to: 
Resource Guide; • , ' ^ i 

Rooid 535A 

USDA : - ' - ^ ; ■■ . , \ \: 

Washington, Dp 20250 • ' ■■ri 



ERIC 



AGnictJLtuhe IN THE CLASSROOM ^ .• 
PLAN FOR ACTION AT THE STATE LEVEL 



7 



Wprldiig Witii Schools" 



The following .suggestions will: be helpful when worMng with,, 
schools.. Not every principle, applies to . every' school: in your-- 
locality, but- all have beeii'^observed in one s^chool district or 

7Xno:th"e"rT^~^/'^~^~^ " ; ■ " , ;■>;.; ■■•■. ;.. ,■ ■.■• . . . 

1. ' It is 'eVsential that the school boards superintendent;, and 

• "administrative personnel of a school district be supportive 
of a program, ..but the real results show up in the clas;sroom. 
The classroom is where the expefiencV and the commitment of. 
...the "teacher make or break a program. . .' v. : ; . 

2 . Unlike businesses , which usually have a top-down o.rganiza- . 
".■ " ,tion for' communications J, most changes in classroom* Ij.ehavior 

.: , . joccur from the bottbm-up.- .that is, teachers fiAd out^abo.ut 
a good idea or a good sjurce'-'of information. , and bring it to: 
their own. classfoom. first : " ■ ; . • 

Z . Teachers appreciate good classroom materials and ideas . . _ 
They are not/ shy about using new materials or techniques if 
■ they are convinced the* changes will- benefit children . Mate- 
• riaJLs which. are primarily •.•public.reiatiQiis" in purpose 
find little support in' tlje classroom Only when, it can "iie 
demonstrated that a piece is usable with . students are ,. . ; .• 
teachers likely to bring it into their classrooms . 

Y- , .V ■ ' ■ ' y:^..: ■'. ' 

. 4.' Educators :may be unaccustome4 to some of • the ways o£ oper- ' 
ating in the business world dr.. .oil the fami,.. Many of the 

. ; people you coiae in contact with will- be unaccustomed - to ; 
your tight schedule!, , bliint •co.riversation, and impatiences v 
with slow rates of change. ^ It is hot unusual for -people ; 

• from the.business world to ex^pec 

practical ih most school systgifls. ' , .« 

*S. Teachers are accustomed to dfeArelopihg pro grams.; Wi^ 

school.peo'ple. .^ -They tend to see most things in terms of 

. ' ^ their classroom. ■ Teache,rs.,.are:' "ttirned^. of f":-by being.' told 
how to tea'ch bjr non-educarors., ' ■ \ ' 

6. Teachers re ject dogmatic presentations ^ and seek a balance 
,\ ■ .'of adeas: inv their .classr ■ , ' -y . ' 

"7 '''Educators see' 'the, curriculum ^ a suit o dldtheS. • rt\" 
" ' . must fit right to the needs: of the tudents and wear well 
- ... with the teacher. • It should ..be. , sufficiently flexible to 
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Workink With Schools 



allow^ growth, yeV woveri with- 

basic educational materi^s which will remain iji style with 
time." (Source unknown) ' 



.* Adapted fr'om a presentatiq^ by William.- Stepien., 
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ffighlights of American Agriculture 



One farmer provides food 'and fiber for 78 people 



, 'totfal output of soybeans , 60 
sorghum. ■3i"l , -green peas 27% 



"bne~f arme r cr e a t e s j obs^f o'l^moT e~t h"a^^ 

who produce the things farmers' need: and who ^roc.ess ,.^ traps- 
port , -arid merchandise the crops farmers harvest . /. 

- ■^^ '-y:v '„ ■ 7... ; ■.. " , ■ . ■ 

American agriculture, is the world' s largest industry., with- . / 
assets exceeding $r .trilTron-. This -.industry employs, nearly, 
23 milli-on peopl-e,- a full 22 percent of America's total laboi 
force . - The agricultural industry encompasses manuf acturing^^ 
farming, transporting, pf dees sing,, arid, merchan^di sing.;. 

In thQ last 20 years, agricultural productivity per hour has. 
irtcr^ased more. than 3 -times faster thaki nonagriculturar. ^. . ' - 
pro.ductivity. ■■ ,■ ■ .■ ■ 

The United States , with less -than ithrVe- tenths o£^^ 
world's farmers and farmworkers, produces 66% of the v/orld s 
' - . - of 'the .grapefruit, -corn- 50^, • 

^ , „ , beef. 22% f oranges. 2-2% ,; peaches ,. 
21% , tomatoes ^6% ,; -eggs lS;% , yheat- l^%y-an(i: poTk 13-% . ■ ^ ' 

Today, 1 hour of farm labor produces 14: times as much food .; 
and' crops, as it did 60' years ; ago . ■ ^^^^ '/^ ■ ' 

Farm exports take the: production ol about 1 cropland acre.^ 
out of 3- -which -means that. without exports about . ope- third 
of the - nation ' s productive, farmland would be., idled. , ,. driving 
up the. , p er-uni t cos ts of production and ,. in . ..turn y . f po.d . ■ ,^ 

■ -pr ic es ., ■'. . , 

In 16 states,- one -third to one-half of farm income comes 
from agricui'tural exports':.;: Arkansas , Illinois, Indiana,^. 
• Iowa, VKansas, Louisiana, Mirinesota, Mississippi , Missouri,. 
Montana, Jilebraska, North Carolina, North .Dakota,,. Ohio, ;• . 
Oklahoma, arid South Carolina. \-. ^- r -y. ,; 
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. ^ Facts About Agricult^ 

. ■ ■ • ■ ' . \ ■ ■ ■ • " .. ■ ^ 

(Each state would p^t together a one page^siiiiimary 'o£ facts 
about agriculture.) . '■ .. • ; -" . , 
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